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“Ag fás is ag foghlaim le chéile”


Polasaí ar 

thurais scoile

Outings Policy

Comhthéacs / Context:

Gaelscoil Léim an Mhadaidh is a small, rural Irish medium primary school situated on Church Street, Limavady. There is access to the school for vehicles via the post office entrance and for pedestrians via the lane leading onto the Blackburn path. This policy has been drafted with this in mind. 
The Principal assumes overall responsibility for Pastoral Care and works alongside the Designated Child Protection Officer and the Senior Leadership Team to manage risks and ensure staff members are informed of local issues and necessary procedures to ensure pupils and adults are safe whilst leaving school premises on outings / trips. 
Modhanna / Procedures:
Whilst organising outings / trips, we will consider;

· That any outings off the school premises requires a risk assessment form to be completed by the most senior member of staff accompanying pupils prior to the outing. 

· That risks and health and safety concerns are discussed with pupils prior to leaving the school premises. 

· That consent has been received for each pupil from those with parental responsibility.
· That the school has written details of any medical issues, and of any particular requirements these place on staff prior to the outing/trip. 
· That the outing is suitable for children in terms of both their safety and their development.

· The minimum requirements for the ratio of adults to children must be ensured, i.e., 1 teacher per 15 pupils and one additional adult for every 8 children thereafter in the foundation stage. A minimum of 2 adults is necessary to ensure child protection and safeguarding is taken into consideration.
· At least one member of teaching staff is necessary when taking pupils off school premises. Assistants and parents may assist the teacher. 
· Teachers must take their school register with them and a list of the children’s names, addresses, contact tel no’s, medical information, dietary information and doctor details, the school’s first aid box and a mobile phone, in case of emergencies. 

· Children’s clothing should be suitable for the outing and weather: parents will be informed of any special clothing requirements.
· The policy on non-controversial clothing must be adhered to when requested.

· Transport should be carefully planned, and providers approved via the EA tender process for schools. 
· The trip must be of benefit to the children, whether educationally, physically, socially, culturally or spiritually. 
·  Staff should always act as role models to pupils and must conduct themselves professionally, adhering to the GTCNI teacher competencies whilst supervising pupils on outings and/or residentials. 
· The current worldwide health concerns relating to COVID-19 has placed extra responsibilities on staff and requires extra precautions when deciding to take pupils off site. Staff must consider this when completing risk assessments and must also consult the following policy;

     ‘Addendum to our Child Protection Policy- Covid-19 Arrangements for 
     Safeguarding and Child Protection’ Oct 2020.

This policy will be implemented in conjunction with other relevant school policies and procedures relating to pastoral care, first aid, use of mobile phones, safeguarding, intimate care etc.
THIS POLICY WAS DRAFTED IN CONSULTATION WITH PUPILS (P 6/7), THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM, TEACHING STAFF, PARENTS, NON-TEACHING STAFF AND THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS IN SEPT/OCT 2021. SUGGESTIONS AND AMENDMENTS WERE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION AND DISCUSSED AT A STAFF AND GOVERNOR MEETING. 
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