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“Ag fás is ag foghlaim le chéile”


Polasaí Garchabhair

First Aid Policy

Comhthéacs / Context:

Gaelscoil Léim an Mhadaidh is a small, rural Irish medium primary school and many staff members have additional responsibilities and management areas. We are situated in mobile classrooms and pupils play in separate playgrounds during outdoor play, according to age groups. We provide a range of after-school activities. These circumstances present difficulties when managing health and safety and this policy has been drafted with this in mind. 

The Principal assumes overall responsibility for Health and safety of pupils and staff, and works alongside the Head of Pastoral Care and the Senior Leadership Team to manage risks and ensure staff members are suitably trained.

Modhanna / Procedures:

In order to minimise risk in the event of an accident or emergency;

· There are appointed first aid officers in place, who are suitably trained and take charge when someone is injured or becomes ill, including calling an ambulance if required

· The school Principal looks after the first-aid equipment, e.g., restocking the first-aid box. 

· The school has written details of any medical issues, and of any particular requirements these place on teaching staff and other first aiders.

· We will ensure that at least one teacher, one assistant and one after-school play worker has completed emergency first aid training.

· We keep a defibrillator that is clearly marked and visible on the school grounds and at least one teacher, assistant and after-school play worker is trained in using this.

· Staff access training every three years as necessary. 

In the event of an accident or emergency at school;

· An injured child will be brought to a designated First Aider i.e. Laura Parke, Mary Gore, Helen Mhic an tSaoir, Mícheál Ó Dufaigh.

· Minor wounds will be cleaned and washed with water and cotton wool; hypoallergenic plasters will be applied, if consent has previously been given for this.

· Minor burns will be treated with cold water.

· If an injury is considered serious, the parents / guardian / childminder will be contacted, and the child will either be taken home, or an ambulance will be sent for. Staff will make the decision based on all evidence available at the time of the accident/incident.

· If the parents / guardian /childminder cannot be contacted, and a pupil needs hospital attention, a member of staff will accompany the pupil until parents/guardians can be contacted. 

· All accidents, no matter how minor, will be recorded in the Accident Report Book in the reception area. Parents will be informed of this and must sign the accident report form. They will receive a copy of the form and a copy will be held in the child’s file in the school office. 

· Any injuries caused by equipment of the school will be brought to the attention of the chairperson of the Board of Governors immediately and will be discussed by the Board of Governors at their next meeting.

· In the event of a bang to the head the Gaelscoil must satisfy itself that the child is able to stay in school. Staff must follow DENI guidelines on ‘Concussions in Schools’- If in doubt then the pupil should be sent home and parents advised to seek medical advice for a return to school. 

· Children will be encouraged to inform staff if they are feeling unwell or become hurt at school.

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

This policy will be monitored and reviewed every 3 years or before this, should the need arise. 
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