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“Ag fás is ag foghlaim le chéile”


Curriculum Policy

2014
INTRODUCTION

Gaelscoil Léim an Mhadaidh is an Irish medium primary school. Our school follows the immersion method of education, which allows children to acquire the language naturally through daily experience of an Irish language environment. Irish is the primary language of instruction and communication; however, there is also significant emphasis on the formal teaching of English from term 2 of primary 3 onwards. Through the immersion education system, our aim is that our pupils will achieve a high level of fluency in both Irish and English.
In Gaelscoil Léim an Mhadaidh we follow the revised Northern Ireland curriculum and this is a starting point for developing schemes and planning within our school. The curriculum is set out in three stages;

· The Foundation Stage (P1-2)

· Key Stage 1 (P3-4)

· Key Stage 2 (P5-7)
Each stage covers the following seven main areas of learning;

· Numeracy

· Communication (Literacy)
· The World Around Us

· The Arts

· Physical development and movement

· Personal development and mutual understanding

· Religious Education

SCHOOL PRACTICE
“Teachers, however have considerable flexibility to make decisions on how best to interpret and combine the requirements so as to prepare young people for a rapidly changing world. Where appropriate, teachers should try to integrate learning across the seven areas and make connections” (Northern Ireland Primary School Curriculum, 1.1, pg2).

Schemes, long term, medium term and short term plans must focus on each of these areas, however the emphasis will always be placed on improving literacy and numeracy standards within the school. Numeracy and literacy skills are essential for the development of every other area of the curriculum, and so must be at the heart of the curriculum. These areas of learning will be given more time on classroom timetables. Teachers, however must explore ways to implement cross-curricular skills and tasks within the areas of Communication, Numeracy and Using ICT. 
ASSESSMENT

Learning, teaching and assessment must be a continuous cycle, where assessment plays an integral part in informing teaching and learning and in providing evidence of progress made and outcomes achieved. The ‘Levels of Progression’ in Communication, Numeracy and Using ICT will be in place for Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils, and other formal and informal assessment methods will be in place throughout the school to monitor progress and inform teaching and learning.  
EQUAILITY FOR ALL

The ‘Thinking skills and personal capabilities framework’ within the Northern Ireland Curriculum means that our teachers must teach knowledge, skills and understanding in ways that suit individual needs and abilities. 

Teachers should be made aware of the requirements of the equal opportunities legislation and the Special Educational Needs and Disability Order (SENDO) when planning curriculum and assessment activities. Teachers should have high expectations for all pupils, including SEN pupils, pupils with disabilities and pupils from all social and cultural backgrounds. 
It is our school’s responsibility to ensure that “every child fulfils his or her potential at each stage of her or his development”. (Every School A Good School, 2009, pg3)
OTHER SCHOOL RELATED POLICIES;
· Literacy policy

· Numeracy policy

· Play policy

· SEN policy

· Assessment policy

· ICT policy

· Irish language policy

This policy will be reviewed every 3 years or more often if new curriculum demands arise.
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